
Data Explorer Walkthrough

Data Explorer Walkthrough  1

This walkthrough will show you data and
features available in the Data Explorer
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Search

Once you have entered a search term via icons on the landing page, typing in 
the search bar or topics shown in the left rail, the search term will appear

Search
Term

Left 
Rail 

Surveys and variables panel

Filter
Results
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Surveys and Variables Panel 

Matching results from your search will be shown in the surveys 
and variables panel 

Export survey 
and variable 
summaries 

You can click on the surveys and/or variables 
tab to see specific surveys and/or variables 
matching your search term 
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Click survey name 
for survey details

Surveys 

Build a chart  
or table

The search results highlight 
the key topics in blue 

Click info icon for 
survey description

Surveys tab
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This is a survey details panel

Surveys 

layer-group

laptop-code

chart-area

table

Data Table

Public Use Files

Chart Builder

Table Builder
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Variables

Variables tab
You can find more detailed information by clicking on variable name

Build a chart or table
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Variables

This is a variable details panel

laptop-code

chart-area

table

Public Use Files

Chart Builder

Table Builder
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Left Rail 

If you click on a specific 
survey, your search results are 

narrowed

Clicking on the 
topics will replace 

the search term, instead of 
refining the current search 
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Filter Results
Filter search results in the Data Explorer to find datasets that support combining variables of interest 
together in a single table or chart.

As the first step, perform a search.

Variables panel
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Filter Results
The second step is clicking on the ‘Filter Results’ and then select a topic. 

Suggested 
Topics
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Filter Results
Your results are filtered to variables that can be combined together.
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Come back to the homepage at 
anytime by clicking on the 
Home link
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This will take you 
to the Data Explorer
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You can build a survey 
table by clicking here
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You can build a survey 
chart by clicking here
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This will take you to the 
NCSES Public Use Files page
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Leave a comment, ask a question, 
report a bug or issue, contact our 

office, or join the NCSES Web User 
Community listserv
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Access help

Help is different on 
each page

For example, when you are 
building a table or exploring 
data, clicking on help will 
provide walkthroughs for 
each page
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You can click on the NCSES 
logo to return to the 
NCSES website 


